





[ 217 ] 











THE 


WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 





For MONDAY, September 2, 1793. 





An Abfiraét of Captain Meares’s Account of his Voyage 
from Bengal in the Ship Nootka, in 1786. 


(Concluded from Page 204.) 


N the month of April they loft four Europeans and three 
Lafcars, which greatly reduced the number of the crew; 
but while thus furrounded by the moft difmal and melancholy 
profpects, they were agreeably furprifed by intelligence re- 
ceived from fome of the natives, that two fhips had been feen 
at fea. Thefe proved to be the Queen Charlotte, Captain 
Dixon, with her confort the King George, Captain Portlock 5 
who, on the information of the Indians, had left Montague 
Ifland to go in qucft of the Nootka, Captain Meares, as may 
readily be fuppofed, made his brother navigators acquainted 
with his fituation, and requefted fuch affiftance as he thought 
they were able to affordhim. This requeft was, indeed, com- 
plied with; but in fuch a manner, and on fuch conditions (if 
Captain Meares’s account be ftrictly agreeable to truth), as 
fets Captain Portlock’s character in no very favourable point 
of view, cither as a gentleman or afeaman. We are told that 
he refufed to fulfil the promife that he had made of granting re- 
lief, until Captain Meares had figned a bond, for 1000l. not 
to carry on any farther trade with the natives during that 
voyage, 
By the rath of May the meridian fun became very powerful, 
and the foutherly winds being fet in, the air was foft and plea- 
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fant. The thermometer, during the day, and in the fhade, 
flood at 40°, though at night it fell tothe freezing point; and 
a thin ice was fpread over what had been thawed in the day 
time. ‘The main body of the ice, however, by which the 
veflel was furrounded, began to loofen from the fhore; the 
veflel fwung at her anchors 5 and the fick were recovering very 
fa{t, though two of them, notwithftanding all the care and at- 
tention beftowed on them, added tothe number of thofe whofe 
bodies were committed to the earth on this horrid fhore. The 
face of the country, in the mean time, was ftill covered with 
fnow ; and no vegetable production could as yet be procured 
but the pine tops, which the fternnefs of the winter had deigned 
to fpare, and which proved an eflicacious remedy to thofe who 
perfitted in the ule of them. 

Captain Meares’s account of the natives of this part of the 
coatt is as follows ; 

The natives of the Sound, of either fex, keep their hair 
rather fhort; but of the fame length before as behind; indeed, 
their faces are gencrally fo covered with it, that they are obliged 
to be continually feparating it, in order to fee before them.— 
The men have univerfally a flit in their under lip, between the 
projecting part of the lip and the chin, which is cut parallel 
with their mouths, and has the appearance of another mouth. 
The boys have two, three, or four holes, where the flit is in the 
men, which is perhaps the diftinctive mark of manhood. ‘The 
women have the fame apertures as the boys, with pieces of 
fhell fixed in them, refembling teeth. 

Both fexes have the feptum of the nofe perforated, in which 
they generally wear a large quill, or a piece of the bark of a 
tree. Their beards, which, however, are common but in per- 
fons alvanced in years, are onthe upper lip, and about the ex 
tremity of the chin, which, in the winter, is generally frofted 
with ificles. The younger part of them, as we imagine, pull 
it out as it appears. ‘They have high cheek- bones, and round 
fiat faces, with fmall black eyes, and jetty hair. Their afpec 
- is wild and favage, and their ears are full of holes, from which 
hang pendants of bone or thell. They ufe a red kind of paint, 
with which they befmear their necks and faces ; but, after the 
death of friends or relations, it is changed into black. Their 
hair is almoft covered with the down of birds. Thcir clothing 
conlifis of a fingle frock, made of the fea-otter fkin, which 
hangs down to their knees, and leaves their legs bare. ‘The 
drefs they ufe in their canoes is made of the guts of the whale, 
which covers their heads; and the lower part being tied round 
the 
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the hole in which they fit, prevents the water from getting into 
the canoe,-and at the fame time keeps them warm and dry. 
This, indeed, may be confidered as their principal drefs, as 
they pafs the far greater part of their time in their canoes, 
There are to be found here all the different kinds of firs 
which grow on the other fide of America. There is alfo 
fnake-root and ginfeng, fome of which the natives have always 
with them as a medicine, though we nevercould procure any 


quantity of it. ‘Ihe woods are thick, and fpread over about , 


two-thirds of the afcent of the mountains, which terminate 
in huge maffes of nakedrock. The black pine, which grows 
in great plenty, is capable of making excellent fpars. We 
faw alfo a few black currant bufhes when we entered the 
Sound ia September, but no other kind of fruit, or any fpecies 
of vegetable, at that time; indecd, the high grounds were co- 
vered with {now, and the low lands were an entire {wamp, from 
the {treams of melted fnow which flowed from above. 

The only animals we faw were bears, foxes, martin’, moun- 
tain fheep, and the ermine; of the latter we only killed two 
pair, which were of a different {pecies. 

Of geefe there wasa great quantity in the feafon, with vas 
rious other fowls of the aquatic fpecies ; but, except the crow 
and the eagle, we faw no birds that were natives of the woods. 

The articles which the natives efteeny moft is iron; and 
they would prefer fuch pieces as approached, in any degree, to 
the form of a fpear. Green glafs beads were alfo much fought 
after ; and, at times, thofe which were red and blue. The 
were very fond of our woollen jackets, or any of the old clothes 
belonging to-the feamen. 

They live entirely upon fifth; but, of all others, they prefer 
the whale ; and, as the oil is with them the moft delicate part 
of the fith, they naturally efteem thofe moft which poflefs an 
oily quality. “They feldom drefs their fifh; but when they do, 
the fire is kindled by friction, with fome of the drieft pine 
wood ; and they have a kind of bafkets made of a fubftance 
which holds water, into which a quantity of heated ftones is 
put to make it boil; but it is not often that their food under- 
goes this unneceflary, troublefome operation, In the coldeft 
period of the winter we never faw them employ their kitchen, 
which might, peshaps, arife from local circuniftances, that ins 
Creafed the difficulty attending their culinary exertions. 

They are certainly a very favage race of people, and poflels 
an uncommon degree of intentibility to corporal pain. Of 
this we had a very fingular proof on the following occafion :— 
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In the courfe of the winter, among other rubbifh, feveral 
broken glafs bottles had been thrown out of the fhip, and one 
of the natives, who was fearching among them to fee what he 
could find, cut his foot ina very fevere manner; on feeing it 
bleed, we pointed out what had caufed the wound, and applied 
a dreffing to it, which we made him underftand was the remedy 
we ourfelves employed on fimilar oceafions ; but he and his 
companions inftantly turned the whole into ridicule; and at 
the fame time taking fome of the glafs, they fcarified their legs 
and arms in a moft extraordinary manner, informing us that 
nothing of that kind could ever hurt them. 

Such is the character and mannners of the people in whofe 
territory Captain Meares and his fellow-fufferers pafled a very 
dreary feafon. It was with inexpreflible joy, therefore, that 
they took leave of the Cove on the 21ft of June, and the fol- 
lowing evening got out to fea. Thecrew of the Nootka, in- 
cluding the Captain and officers, with two feamen procured 
from the King George, confifted of no more than 24 people, 
having buried 23 inthis inhofpitable Sound. Thofe which ree 
mained, however, were all in high fpirits ; and, after a fhort 
paflage, during which one man more dicd, they arrived at the 
ifland of Owhyhee, memorable for being the place where 
Captain Cook perifhed. Here they remained a month, and 
received every mark of friendfhip and hofpitality fiom the 
iflanders, many of whom eagerly requefted leave to accom- 
pany Captain Liewen to Britannee; but Tianna, a Chief of 
Atooi, and brother to the fovereign of that ifland, was the only 
perfon permitted to embark. 

On the 2d of September the Nootka quitted the Sandwich 
ifles, and, meeting with no farther interruption, reached Typa, 
an harbour near Macao, on the 20th of O&tober, 1787. ‘The 
Otter floop, Captain Tipping, feems to have been {till more 
unfortunate : As no tidings of ber were received after fhe leit 
Prince William’s Sound, there is great reafon to apprehend that 
both fhe and her people have perifhed in the mercilefs waves of 
the ocean, 
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the fubjeét are, as ufual, divided in their opinions, and two dif= 
ferent parties are formed. 

The one fays: ‘ Let there be no change: Innovations are 
dangerous. When once people begin to make alterations, we 
know not where they will {top.” 

The maxim of the other party is: * Let every thing that 
is amifs be reformed ; and as foon as an evil or an abufe is dif- 
covered, let it inftantly be removed.” 

To fay there fhould be no changes, is tofan‘tion all the abufes 
which exift on the face of the earth, and muft for ever retaia 
the African in his bondage, the Indian in his hut, the blind de- 
votee in his gloomy fuperftition, and the wretched flave under 
the iron yoke of his unfeeling defpot. % 

As it flhould be the aim of all focieties to attain perfection, 
whatever is difcovered to have that happy tendency fhould be 
adopted ; and as in the lapfe of years and change of circume- 
ftances, things which at firft were ufeful and harmlefs, become 
dangerous and hurtful, it is neceflary to admit alterations from 
time totime. This is the fpirit of the Englith conftitution, 
and the conftant practice of the legiflature. In this work 
Parliament is employed from year to year. If it be the cafe as 
to fome abufes, why not extend the remedy to all? That {male 
ler evils fhould be removed, and greater ones be fuffered to re+ 
main, is unreafonable to the laft degree. The greater the 
abufes are, the more dangerous they muft prove ; and the 
greater anxiety there fhould be to ovtain a reform: The 
deeper they fhoot their fibres into the heart and vitals of the 
conttitution, the more fpeedily thould they be removed, left 
a diffolution be the confequence of neglect. 


A, N. 





APHORISMS ox MAN. 


By LavaTER. 


E who forces himfelf on others is to himfelf a load. 
Prying intrufion may be fufpected of whatever is little. 
The fide-glance, difmayed when obferved, feeks to enfnare. 
He who affeéts ufelefs fingularities has furely a little mind. 
Be afraid of him who meets you with a friendly afped, 
and in the midft of a flattering falutation, avoids your direct 
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Number amongft thy worft enemies the hawker of mali- 
cious rumours and unexplored anecdote. 

Truft not him with your fecrets, whoy when left alone in 
your room, turns over your papers. 

Indifcriminate familiarity admits of no intimate. 

Mcke: not him your friend, who ineaks off when a fuperior 
appears. 

He fubmits to be feen through a microfcope, who fuffers hime 
£1f to-be caught in afit of paflion. 





For the WegeEkty MisceLtuany. 


A Narrative of the remarkable Sufferings of Mr. Le 
Beau, who was taken Prifoner by the Moors in Bar- 
bary, aid, after fuffering the Miferies of Captivity, 
was reflored to his Liberty, afterwards returned to 
England, and at length died at Bridport in the Month 


of July, 1793. 
(Continued from Page 195.) 
OTWITHSTANDING the mifery occafioned by the 


abfolute want of the neceflaries of life, the fatal propo- 
fition was rejected ; and on complaining to the gaoler that they 
were perifhing with hunger, he remonftrated with the towns- 
people, who immediately feat them eight {mall theep, two of 
which, (from neceflity) they inftantly devoured without drefl- 
ing, having been deprived of food for four days and nights. 
After more than three months confinement at Tangiers, or- 
ders were fent for their removal to the Emperor Muley Ab- 
dallah’s camp. During their march they fuffered very fe- 
verely from going barefooted, the want of provifions, and com- 
fortable lodgings. Being arrived at a-fmall diftance from the 
Emperor’s tent, the foldiers and Alcaide, who accompanied 
the flaves, fell on their faces, and prayed in a very devout man- 
ner ; this’ cerémony being over, the guards conducted them to 
his prefence ; on his commanding them to rife, each offered a 
prefent which was accepted; he then made enquiry for the 
Captain and Lieutenants, who, he was given to underftand, 
had made their efcape. “This circumftance, although not pro- 
ceeding from any neglect, was confidered as a fault in the Al- 


caide, and he was therefore reproached as a villain unworthy of 
life. 
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life. His Majefty immediately fent him to prifon with the 
Chriftian flaves, 

He had not remained there long before he folicited for bread 
and water from thofe whom he had treated with fo much 
cruelty, and repeatedly told on a fimilar occafion, to eat the 
flones if they were hungry ; however the generous Chriftian 
flaves, fuperior to the meannefs of infulting an enemy who 
could no longer injure them, extended to him that liberal 
bounty from their fcanty allowance, which his behaviour had 
not merited. 

Two days after this confinement the Emperor’s commands 
were fent for the flaves to appear in his prefence ; fix of the 
youngeft, in purfuance of it, affifted the Moors in cleaning his 
fire arms, and the remainder were difpofed of in pulling down 
the walls of an old caftle. His anxiety to have this work 
finifhed, frequently detained him for the day. During the 
prefence of Muley Abdallah, the tafkmatfters did not allow the 
flaves time to quench:their thirft, or even to eafe themfelves 
from their ftooping potture ; nor could any fhelter.be found to. 
fcreen them from the fcorching fun, which had already bliftered 
their heads and backs fo violently, as to render them almoft ine 
capable of fervice. 

This cruelty made many of them turn Mahometans, as 
being the only means left by which any immediate releafe could 
be obtained. On the converfion of a Chriftian to Mahometa- 
nifmthe Emperor permits him to eat out of the fame difh, and 
repeats a few words*—after which ceremony heis fent to Mce 
quinez, or lez, to be circumcifed. When the convert is re- 
covered from the effects of circumcifion, he repeats before the 
Emperor his renunciation of Chriftianity, and then receives a 
Moorifh habit, and a prefent of ducats [each worth 6s, 8d. 
fterling.] From this time he is not permitted to ice the Eme- 
peror again, but is obliged to take arms as the country re- 
quires. The Moors, confcious that his profeffion of their 
faith arofe rather from a wifh to be releafed from flavery, thaa 
from a refpect to Mahomet, treat him as an object of the ut- 
moft contempt. 


* Mooro feeno; Li ba cama feede; thatis, 1 ama convert, Jong 
life to you mafter—again, Li elau Li ; en clau feede Mahomet, a rx- 
filau ; that is, God is a Great God, and Mahomet is his prophet 
in Heaven. 


(To be continued.) 
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INTERESTING TRIAL 

LINCOLN:s-INN HALL. 
SatrurDay, Auguft ro. 


Commission of BANKRuPTCY verfus Day. 


Bi ages morning the Chancellor gave judgment in this 
matter. It was a petition prefented on behalf of the 
widow of the late Thomas Day, Efq. who was formerly a 
partner in an eminent banking-houfe in Cornhill, but which 
had been diffolved fome time previous to his death ; he was 
likewife connected in a banking-houfe at Stockport: The 
prayer of this petition was to fuperfede the commiffion which 
had iffued againft Mr. Day as a partner in the houfe at Stock- 
port, upon the ground of his not having committed any act of 
bankruptcy. It was fully and ably argued on Friday, by the 
Attorney General and Mr. Stanley, for the petitioner; and 
Mr. Solicitor General and Mr. Graham, in oppofition to the 
petition. 

The Chancellor, after recapitulating the heads of the pe- 
tition, began by ftating that its being prefented on behalf of a 
reprcfentative of Mr. Day, could only be received and acted 
upon by him on one ground, which was, actual proof of de 
clarations made by Mr. Day, of his intentions to apply to the 
Court to fuperfede the commiflion on the grounds difclofed by 
the petitioner, and which he muft therefore infer nothing but 
the event of. his death prevented his carrying into effect. 

He then ftated with great accuracy and precifion the nature 
and effect of a commiffion of bankruptcy to be a fummary 
mode of proceeding in the nature of an execution, which 
iflued under the Great Seal on the application of any one cree 
ditor to acertain extent, in order to fecure the bankrupt’s 
eftate for the benefit of himfelf and the other creditors; but 
though it might be fo obtained, it was, like all other procefles 
ifluing from the Courts of Common Law, fubject tothe con- 
troul, as to the mode of its being executed, of the Court 
whence it iflued. 

The Chancellor proceeded to ftate the fpecific grounds upon 
which it was contended this commiffion, as againit Mr. Day, 
could not be fupported ; and in forming his opinion on the 
fubject, he defired to be underftood as grounding it intirely on 
the facts difclofed by the afiidavits, filed in oppofition to the 
petivuon, lt appears by thofe affidavits, that about the month 
9 of 








of N 
ftate 
ably 
prev: 
pref 
came 


was 1 
tervi 
peare 


part 
whic 
they 
of MV 
curit! 
W 
by th 
to en 
perio 
refult 
June 
the § 
dific: 
credit 
his d 
dema 
was il 
at hor 
altery 
being 
Th 
of thi 


P which 


conce 
diffic: 
the ¥ 
tfonin 
act of 
place. 
unfair 
again! 
perfed 
to acc 
of M: 

Vo: 








THE WEEKLY -ENTERTAINER. 225 


of May or June Jaft, Mr. Day’s affairs being in an embarrafled 


ftate, and the credit of the houfe at Stockport being confiders, 
ably fhaken by the general flagnation of public credit which 
prevailed at that period, fome of the creditors were rather 
prefling for the fettlement of their demands; three of them, 
came up from, Stockport to a Solicitor in town, to confult what 
was the beft. mode to effeét this; the Solicitor had feveral in~ 
terviews with Mr. Day on the fubject, atall of which it ap- 
peared there was not the leaft difficulty of accefs to Mr, Day. 

The event of thefe feveral_interviews.was, a requeft on the 
part of Mr..Day, to the Solicitor, to apply to the houfe in 
which he had formerly been concerned in Cornhill, to know if 
they would ftand forward as a fecucity to the feveral creditors 
of Mr. Day, as a partner in the houfe at Stockport, which fe- 
curity the creditors were willing to accept. 

While this negociation was pending, a fcheme was formed 
by the petitioning creditor, and the other parties concerned, 
to entrap Mr. Day into a denial of his being at home, at a 
period when the Solicitor was to communicate to Mr, Day the 
refult of his application to the houfe in Cornhill; the 12th of 
June was the day fixed, and early in the morning of that day 
the Solicitor accordingly called on Mr. Day, and without 
difficulty found accefs to him. ‘The fon of the petitioning 
creditor, Mr. Barton, in the mean time called, as he ftated in 
his depofition before the Commiffioners, for the purpofe of 
demanding payment of a debt due tohis father ; but Mr. Day 
was induced, by the advice of the Solicitor, to deny his being 
at home, anda docket was ftruck againft him within three days 
alter wards, and a Commiffion iffued, the Act of Bankruptcy 
being grounded upon this denial. ) 

‘The Chancellor expreffedin ftrong terms, his difapprobation 
of this mode of proceeding, and lamented the confequences 
which had refulted from the mifconduct of the feveral partics 
concerned inthis tranfaction, He faid he fhould have had no 
difficulty, fuppofing Mr. Day to have been alive, in fuperfeding 
the Commiffion as againtt all the parties, and have left the peti- 
tfoning crediter to have proved the Commiffion of any other 
act of bankruptcy. than that which was ftated to have taken 
place onthe 12th of June, which having been obtained by the 
unfair means, before ftated, he could on ,ho account fan@ion as 
againit Mr. Day ; the Commiffion muft at a'l events be fu- 
perfeded. He then directed that Mrs. Day thould give fecurity 
to account for all monies received by her as the reprefentative 
of Mr. Day, and that the remainder of the petition dhould ftand 
Vou, XXII. 551. 2F over, 
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over, that fome arrangement might be made to prevent the 
feparate bond creditors of Mr. Day from receiving the whole 
of his property in exclufion of the fimple contract creditors, 
which the Attorney General fuggefted it was the intention of 
the parties to endeavour to accomplifh. The Commiffion, as 
againft Mr. Day, was ordered to be fuperfeded, and the re- 
mainder of the petition directed to ftand over till the day of 
petitions before Michaelmas Term, 





—_ 


Account of Lord Cornwallis’s Interview with the Mah- 
ratias, and of their military Skill. 


By Major Dirom, Deputy Adjutant-General of bis Majefly’s 
Forces in India. 


ORD CORNWALLIS, accompanied by General Mee 
dows, their ftaff, and fome of the principal officers of the 
army, went to the tents at the hour appointed, which was one 
o’clock ; but the chiefs, who confider precifion as inconfiftent 
with power and dignity, did not evenleave their own camp till 
three, though repeated meflages were fent that his Lordfhip 
waited for them, ‘They at length mounted their elephants, 
and, proceeding as flow and dignified in their pace as they had 
been dilatory in their preparation, approached the place of ap- 
pointment at four o’clock, efcorted by feveral corps of their in- 
fantry, a retinue of horfe, and all the pageantry of eaftern ftate. 
The chiefs, on defcending from ‘their elephants, were met at 
the door of the tent by Lord Cornwallis and General Medows, 
who embraced them, and, after fome general converfation, re- 
tired toa private conference in another tent. 

Hurry Punt, about fixty years of age, a Brainin of the firft 
order, and the perfonage of greateft confequence, is faid to be 
the third in the fenate of the Mahratta ftate. His figure is 
venerable, of middle ftature, and not corpulent ; he is remark 
ably fair, his eyes grey, and his countenance of Roman form, 
full of thought and character. 

Purferam Bhow, aged about forty, ftands high in military 
fame among the Mahrattas. Heis an active man, of fmall 
ftature, rather dark in his complexion, with black eyes, and an 
open animated countenance, in which, and his mien, he feemed 
defirous to fhew his character of an intrepid warrior. His 
antipathy to Tippoo is faid to be extreme ; for the Sultan had 
put one of his brothers to death in a moft crue) manner, and 
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Hyder’s conqu:fts to the northward fell chiefly upon the pof- 
feffions of his family, which he lately recovered by the reduction 
of Darwar, 

Hurry Punt was deftined to be the chief negociator on the 
part of his nation; each commanded a feparate army, but the 
Bhow was to be employed more immediately in the active ope- 
rations of the field. ' 

The chiefs themfelves, and all the Mahrattas in their fuite, 
and indeed all their people, were remarkably plain, but neat, in 
their appearance. Mild in their afpect, humane in their dif- 
pofition, polite and unaffectedin their addrefs, they are dif- 
tinguithed by obedience to their chicfs, and attachment to their 
country. ‘There were not to be feen among them thofe fan- 
taftic figures inarmour fo cornmon among the Mahommedans, 
in the Nizam’s, or, as they ftyle themfelves, the Mogul army 5 
adventurers collected from every quarter of the Eaft, who, 
priding themfelves on individual valour, think it beneath them 
to be ufeful but on the day of battle, and, when that comes, 
prove only the inefficiency of numbers, unconnected by any 
general principle of union or difcipline. 





The Mahratta camp was at the diftance of about fix miles 
from our’s, and, on approaching it, had the appearance of a 
large irregulartown; forthe chiefs pitch their ftandards, and 
take uptheir ground around their general, without order; and 
their tents being of all fizes, and of many different colours, at a 
diftance refemble houfes rather than canvas. The ftrects too 
of their camp, crofling and winding in every direction, difplay 
a variety of merchandize, asin a great fair. There are fhroffs, 
jewellers, fmiths, mechanics, and people of every trade and 
defcription, as bufily employed in their occupations, and at~ 
tending as minutely to their intereft, as if they were in Poonah, 
and at peace. ‘The Bombay detachment, advanced always at 
fome diftance in their front, ferved as a picquet to their camp 5 
and they had fome outpofts of their own, eftablifhed more with 
a view to cover the fupplies coming into their army, than to 
guard againft a furprife from the enemy. 

The park of artillery, where all their guns are collected, 
made an extraordinary appearance. The gun-carriages in 
which they truft to the folidity of the timber, and ufe but little 
iron in their conftruction, are clumfy beyond belief; particue 
Jarly the wheels, which are low, and formed of large folid 
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pieces of wood united. The guns are’ of all forts and di- 
menfions 3 and, having the fames of their gods given to them, 
are painted in the moft fantaftic manner ; and many of them, 
held in efteem for the fervices they are faid tohave already per- 
formed for the ftate, cannot now. be difpenfed with, although in 
~évery refpeét unfit for ufe. Were the guns even ferviceable, 
the {mall fupply of ammunition with which they are provided 
has always effeCtually prevented the Mahratta artillery from 
being formidable to their enemies. 

The Mahratta infantry, which formed part of the retinue 
that attended the chiefs at the conference, is compofed of Black 
Chriftians, and defpicable poor wretches of the loweft catt, 
vniform in nothing but the bad ftate of their mufketss none of 
which are either clean or complete ; and few are provided with 
either ammunition or accoutrements. ‘They are commanded 
by half-caft people of Portuguefe and French extraction, who 
draw off the attention of fpectators from the bad clothing of 
their men, by the profufion of antiquated lace beftowed on 
their own; and if there happens to be a few Europeans 
among the officers and men, avhich is fometimes the cafe, they 
execrate the fervice, and deplore their fate. 

The Mahrattas do not appear to treat their infantry with 
more refpect than they deferve, as they ride through them with- 
out any Ceremony on the march, and on all occafions evidently 
confider them as foreigners, and a very inferior clafs of people 
andtroops. Indeed theattentidn of the Mahrattas is directed 
entirely to their horfes and bazars, thofe being the only objects 
which immediately affect their intercft. Ona marching day, 
the guns and the infantry move off foon ‘after daylight, but 
rarely together; the. bazars aid baggage move'ncarly about 
the {ame time, as foon as they can be packed up and got ready. 
‘The guns and tumbrels, fufficiently unwieldy without farther 
burden, are fo hcaped with ftores and baggage, that there does 
not ieem to be any idea of its ever being neceflaty to unlimber, 
and prepare for acticn on the march, As there are no pioneers 
attached to the Mahratta artillery to repair the roads, this defi- 
¢iency is compentated by an additional number of cattle, there 
being fometimes a hundred, or a hundred and fifty bullocks, in 
a ftring of pairs, to one gun: {he drivers, who are very ex- 
pert, fit on the yokes, and pafs over every impediment, come 
monly at atrot. ‘The chicts remain upon the ground, without 
tents, {moaking their hookers, till the artillery and baggage 
have got on fome miles; they thea follow, cach purfuing his 
own 
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own route, attended by his principal people; while the inferiors 
difperfe, to forage and plunder over the country, 

A few days after the junction of the Mahratta armies, an 
‘irregular fire of cannon and mufquetry was heard in their camp 
between nine and ten at night. The troops immediately 
turned out in our camp, and ftood to their arms, thinking that 
Tippoo had certainly attacked the Mahrattas 5 but it proved to 
be only the celebration of one of their ceremonies, in which 
they lalute the new moon, on its firft appearance. 

Another circumftance occurred foon after, alfo charaCteriftic 
of their cuftoms and difcipline. 

The ground on which our army had encamped at the juntion, 
being bare of grals, and extremely dirty, Lord Cornwallis was 
defirous of marching, and fent to the Mahratta chiefs to requeft 
they would move next morning, as their camp lay directly in 
ourroute. They returned for anfwer, “ that they thould be 
happy to obey his Lordfhip’s commands; but, as tey had 
halted’eight days, it was not lucky, nor could they, according 
to the cuftom of their religion, march on the ninth day.” His 
Lordihip gave way to their fuperftitious prejudice, and deferred 
his march. 





Pleafing Account of the Manner in which the Anniver- 
fary of the Sunday Schools eftablifhed in the Neighbour- 
hood of Briftol was lately celebrated. 


N the 17th of Auguit, 1793, an entertainment was given 
on Mendip-hills, by the Mifs Mores, to near.1000 chil- 
dren, collected from the different Sunday Schools, which they 
have formed and ftill fuperintend in nine neighbouring parifhes. 
The finenefs of the day attracted an immenfe number of {pec 
tators; not lefs than 10,000 perfons being prefent, confiiting 
of moft of the refpectable families in the vicinity, and a great 
number of ladies and gentlemen from Briftol and other parts 
of the country. 
The fpot was very advantageoutly feleted—the fummit of 
a lofty hill, on which formerly had been erected a caftle, and 
round which might be diftinétly traced the limits of an ex- 
tenfive Roman fortification: In the area of this venerable {pot 
it was, that the children from the different neighbouring pa= 
rithes firft aflembled, when they moved ina-regular proceflion 
toanother part of the hill, prepared fur the company and theme 
felves to dine on; and a more captivating fight cannot be 
- conceived 
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conceived of than this infant cavalcade marching with their 
flags and infcriptions, from the camp to the above place. They 
were preceded by a numerous band of ruftic muficians, who 
played in the moft animating manner, the favourte fong of 
* God fave the King,” tll they arr-ved at a laurel arch, which 
formed the grand entrance into the ci:cle, whe» the children 
(condu&ted by their refpective teachers) burft into fongs of 
praife to. their Maker, and paraded round the fence, finging 
hymns with that fervent dnd artleis fimplicity which touched 
the heart and roufed the tear of fenfibility in the eyes of all pres 
fent. It was a facred figit, and not to be debafed by a coms 
parifon with any other of ad.fferent kind ! The children then 
feated themfelves in circular divifions on the grafs, and were 
helped by the company prefent to their bread, their beef, their 
pudding, and their cyder, each vying with his neighbour who 
fhould render the moft fervice on fo pleafing and interefting an 
eccafion. 

When the repaft was over, the children arofe and fang 
hymns in their refpeétive divifions till they were again fum- 
moned to attend the band and company in the loyal fong of 
“ God fave the King,” in which they were joined by the 
multitude in one grand chorus, that rent the air, marching at 
the fame time tothe camp from whence they had at firft pro= 
ceeded ; where after a well exprefied fentiment froma re 
fpeGtable neighbouring clergyman, complimentary to the 
founders of the inftitution, (which was received with the moft 
enthufiaftic applaufe) they departed in feparate divifions to 
their different homes, highly gratified at the liberality of their 
entertainment, and finging, as they winded down the hill, 
thofe facred fongs which had become familiar to them, the 
found of which affected the f{pectators with the moft lively 
emotions, till with inarticulate warblings it gradually receded 
from theear, 

We have becn more particular in defcribing this event, as it 
firikingly exhibits the extenfive ufefulnefs which a few indie 
viduals may be of by direéting their attention perfevcringly to 
the inftruction of the poor. ‘The children of many of the 
neighbouring parifhes, prior to the inititution of thefe fchools, 
were in a {tate nearly allied to barbarifm, and others almoft to- 
tay unacquainted with the paths of religion and piety 5 but 
now their tender minds receive every advantage which precept 
and example can afford, and bid fair to become valuable mem- 
bers of fociety, enlightened by the page of infpiration, and 


qualified to imp.rt to their offspring the facred intelligencg 
they 
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they have learnt. Themfelves to old age will revere their be~ 
nevolent inftru€tors, and their children’s children, to the lateft 
generations, arife up to call them bleffed. 





On the DISTRESSES of the POOR. 


Non ignara mali, miferis fuccurre difto. 
Vira. AEN, rift 


From fad experience, others’ woes I feel, 
Nor e’er my heart againft the wretched fteel. 
Anon. 


HE above beautiful expreffion is put into the mouth 
of the amiable but ill-fated Queen of Carthage, and 
addreffed to AZneas, when caft friendlefs and forlorn on the 
hoftile fhores of Africa. It breathes a tendernefs and clemency 
truly chara@teriftic of female fufceptibility and goodnefs ; 
furely, the lovely perfonage, that is feigned to have uttered it, 
merited a far different requital for her humane and generous 
conduct towards the diftrefled hero. However, in my prefent 
fpeculation, I mean not advert to the multifarious diftreffes re« 
fulting either from indolence, ignorance, inadvertency, or the 
Various cafualties infeparable from mortality, but confine my 
animadverfions to one diftinét fpecies of human mifery, viz. 
that attendant on the town and parochial poor, of almoft every 
burgh and parifh in Great Britain. 

Many fchemes, indeed, have been fuggefted, and many, at 
firft fight, apparent improvements adopted, in order to pailiate 
and render comfortable the fituation of paupers ; but with 
what little fuccefs the flighteft obfervation muft teftify and la- 
ment—lament indeed! for to the eye of genuine philan- 
thropy, what can bea greater object of offence and regret, than 
the fight of thoufands of fellow-creatures, by nature equal to 
ourfelyes, labouring under all the ills of penury, ficknets, and 
want, without the leaft refource, the leaft aid, but a very flight 
and inadequate pittance roughly extended to them [fometimes] 
by the hands of hard-hearted and unfeeling officers ? 

Many have afferted, that all this diftrefs is the confequence 
of idlenefs and inattention to bufinefs : To fuch | would an 
fwer (and with adduétions of proofs too, if. requifite,) that it 
is almoft a moral impoffibility for the inhabitants of the com- 
mon poor-houfes to avoid, in fome meafure, the imputation of 
lazine(s, in the opinion of fuperficial obfervers 5 but to tucte of 
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a more’ penetrating and humane caft withal, it muft be very 
obvious;. that in fuch fmal] and clofely confined cells, labour 
muft be attended with every difadvantage—for we will ima~ 


ine to ourfelves a {mall room of about ten feet in the {quare’ 


only, with two little apertures, a door and a window, where 
aman, his wife, and, perhaps, five, fix, or more children are 
forced to eat, drink, fleep, and perform every office of nature ! 
What is to be dene in fuch an inftance? (and many fuch there 
are!) The bofband is, in all probability, incapacitated from 
working, either by age or fome other infirmity ; the wife is 
almoft conftantly occupied in little domeftic and maternal due 
tics towards her children; and they, unhappy offspring of ill- 
fated love! are, perhaps, fhivering in rags, and crying for a 
{mall cruft of bread, to allay the impetuous and irrefiftible de- 
mands of hunger! I appeal tocommon reafon, whether even 
a pastial fubfiftence can.be obtained by them, thus circum- 
ftanced, thus fituated? I would afk human fenfibility, where 
there can be a picture more horrid? I fhudder, whilel drawit, 
and am almoft tempted to wonder at the partial and unequal 
diftributions of Providence. 

There is another grievance attendant on the poor, of almoft 
as dreadful a nature as the above-named, and equally as ad- 
miflil le of redrefs—What I allude to, is the very reprehenfible 
manner in which medical affiftance is adminiftered to thefe 
unhappy children of affi@tion, An apothecary is compelled, 
by the defpotiim of thofe who prefide in veftries, to undertake, 
for a very trifling and inadequate confideration, the care of the 
fick paupers. And hence flow all the miferies of the fick 
poor: The apothecary, from the very {mall premium allowed, 
is incapable of rendering them ali the affiftance their fituations 
may demand 3 and they, il.-fated fons of misfortune! are con« 
{{rained, perhaps, to linger oi the bed of ficknefs, with fcarcely, 
enough to enable them to drag on even a miferable exiftence, 
with not half the medical aid that is requifite; in (hort, with 
no refource left, but reliance on the mercy. of the Creator and 
Protector of us All! 

It has been often advanced, by injudicious and fuperficial 
thinkers, that medicines of an inferior and fophifticated quality 
might be given to the poor, and by that mean the expences re- 
fulung from their ticknefles might be diminifhed: Ungencrous 
propoiition ! erroneous idea! to adjudge to their fellow-crea- 
tures what they would {purn at themfelves, and to fuppofe, that 
what in the higheft ftate of concentration and majefty could 
hardly liberate themfelves from the iron hand of death, would 
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have equal influence on thefe poor debilitated wretches, when 
attenuated and deprived of half its original virtue ! what 
could infpire fuch an illiberal, fuch an unchriftian notion? 
nothing but the unmanly with of faving themfelves a trifling 
additional expence, and pleafing the avarice of his Lordthip or 
the Squire by the like exemption ? 

I have thus given a fad, though faithful reprefentation of 
fome of the diftrefles, and of the fituation in general, of the 
Englifh poor, together with fome of the caufes of them ; with 
what unwillingnefs and regret the defcription has been drawn, 
I leave the heart of congenial fenfibility to judge. I fhall now 
conclude my prefent imperfect and hafty fketches, by ventur- 
ing one or two remarks more on the pofibility of alleviating, 
in fome degree, the miferies of thefe our fellow-fojourners on 
earth. 

What I wifh principally to enforce, is the neceflity of cons 
fiderably enlarging the poor or work-houfes, (whatever diftinc- 
tive appellation they may have) in every refpect, particularly in 
height, together with proper ventilating apertures : Nothing 
would contribute fo much to the prefervation of the health of 
the inhabitants, and the confequent diminution of expences, as 
this plan. Capable of infpiring a pure and innoxious air, they 
would foon be metamorphofed into a different fet of people ; 
andI will be refponfible, that the applications for medical aid 
would be three to eight lefs than when they are immured within 
the precincts of their prefent little circum{cribed holes. 

I am perfeétly convinced, that the expence attending fuch 
alterations and improvements would, in the courfe of a few 
years, be amply repaid by the healthinefs and confequent abi- 
lity of the poor to make greater provilions for themfelves than 
they are now capacitated todo. 

We have, indeed, need of fome Howards (it could not pof- 
fibly be accomplifhed by one man), to infpect the various poore 
houfes in the Britifh dominions, and attempt, in fome meafure, 
a reform of the abufes reigning thercin. And, furely, the at- 
tempt would be equally as laudable, as glorious, as that cf vis 
fiting the different prifons in different parts of the world. 

It furely is a matter worthy of parliamentary notice and dif- 
cuffion ; the undertaking the caufe of the Britifh poor would 
immortalize the names of a Wilberforce or a Smith, as much 
as the endeavour to mitigate the diftrefles of the bartered fons 
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VALUE of HONEY. 


HE negleét of bees is involved with the decreafe of ins 
duftry ; and nocircumftance affords a ftronger proof of 
that calamity, fince no article of rural cultivation yicldsa clearer 
net profit than honey, the cofts of the fwarms and their habita- 
tions being fmall, and the neceflary attention little. A pleni- 
tude of honey is an object of confiderable importance ina 
country wherein pulmonary and fcorbutic diforders prevail foge- 
nerally and fo fatally as they do in this, honey being an admirable 
remedy for them ; being in its nature fpecifically cleanfing and 
healing. It is befides a pleafant fubftitute for the two expen- 
five articles butter and fugar. It is an exquifite delight ona 
fervent July noon to fit beneath the umbrage of a lime in 
bloom, and there eat ua goiter of rolland honey, amid the exe 
hilarating hum of the bufy infeéts providing a fimilar regale 
for the year enfuing, whilft fheets of ripening wheat wave in 
the adjacent fields. 





ANECDOTE S. 


I" has frequently been afferted, and with great appearance 
of truth, that without good air, good exercife, and good 
hours, fearcely any perfon has good health, or attains old-age ; 
yet on Sunday the 23d of June, 1793, died at Chenies, in the 
county of Bucks, aftera life of 92 years of uninterrupted 
health, Mary, widow of William Baldwynne, who had been 
mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother, to above 200 
perfons, more than 150 of whom arenowalive, The greateft 
part of her life the pafled in a fick room; as her employment 
until within thefe ten years, has been that of nurfing the fick; 
in which fituation fhe was frequently many months without 
going into a bed, and took the little fleep the had, in the day more 
frequently than in the night. The writer of this paragraph afked 
her by what expedient fhe had, in fuch an employment, enjoyed 
fuch a fhare of health, and had fo long a life. Her reply was me- 
morale: “ I have never, during my whole life, drank any 
thing in the night, except tea; I have never fuffered any event, 
however calamitous, to deprefs my mind, or prey upon my 
fpirits; and I have made it my conftant endeavour to live in 


as good a humour with myf{lf, and all around me, as I poffibly © 


could.”? 
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WHEN mines and counter-mines are fo much the fubjec 
of public converfation, the furrender of Fontenay, in Poitou, 
as recorded by the Duke of Sully, may not be unacceptable to 
our readers :— 

“ At this fiege, my principal employment was to conduct 
the artillery. The fap was at Jaft fo far advanced, that we 
could hear the voices of foldiers who guarded the parapets, 
within the lodgment of the miners. It was the King of Na- 
varre who perceived this firft. He fpoke and made himfelf 
knowr. to the befieged, who were fo aftonithed at hearing him 
name himf{elf trom the bottom of thefe fubterraneous places, that 
they demanded tocapitulate. ‘The propofitions were a'l made 
by this ttrange way—the articles were drawn up, or rather dic- 
tated by the King of Navarre, the fecurity of whofe word was 
fo thoroughly known to the befieged, that they did not require 
awriting. They had no caufe of repentance ; the Kiag of 
Navarre, charmed with the noblenefs of this procedure, granted 
the garrifon all honours, and preferved the city from pillage.” 





SOME years ago a Rev. divine, (Dr. Beadon) who then 
lived in habits of focial intercourfe with Garrick, Foote, &c. 
was rector of Eltham, in Kent. The text he took one Sun- 
day at that place to enlarge upon, was Who art thou ?” 
During the delivery of thefe words, an officer walking up the 
middle aifle of the church, fuppofing it a queftion put to him- 
felf, fuddenly and unexpectedly replied, “ Iam, Sir, an officer 
of the fixteenth regiment of foot, on a recruiting party here, 
having brought my wife and family with me, and with to be 
acquainted with the neighbouring clergy and gentry.”—This 
anfwer fo deranged the congregation, and fo aftonithed the di- 
vine, that it was with the greatett difficulty he could proceed, 
and his congregation liften with a due fhare of decorum, 





Anfwer, by R. D. of St. Auftell, to F. B. Chivers’s Charade, in- 
Jerted ‘Fune 17, 
HE ruftic farmer fee, in early morn, 
Walk out to view his fields ftrewed o’er with Corn; 
Nor cares for Jce, tho’ it obftruts the way, 
While winter reigns with itri€t tyrannic {way 5 
His walk being o’er, then tohis home he’!! hafte, 
With rofy cheeks—and find a fweet repatt 5 
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Tho’ to receive him there’s no fplendid dome, 
No CORNICE there to decorate his room, 
Yet he will fhew that happinefs may dwell, 
With {weet content, within a cot or cell, 


*,* We have received the like anfwer from Wm. Brewer, 
of Taunton; J. Collins, of Uffculm; O.S. of Briftol; Furze 
Stub, of Long Moor; T. Melhuifh, and J. Clarke, of Ken- 
fifbeer; and ‘I’. Walker, of Hemyock. 





Anfwer, by W. C. of Sherborne, to R. 8.’s Charade, inferted 
July 1 


Ae Sir, doth riches contain, 
The Head is of witthe grand fource ; 
To your readers I think it is plain, 

And MINEHEAD’s the charade of courfe. 


*+* We have received the like anfwer from W. Brewer, 


Agarbus, and Wm. C. junior, of Taunton; Wm. Watts, of, 


Penzance; W. Simkins, Dodbrook; R. D. of St. Auttell; 
J. Commins, Taviftock ; J. Collins, Uffeulm ; J. B. Chivers, 
St. Auftell; T. K.of Gulvall; J. Traer, and a loyalift, of 
Truro; a conftant reader, of Ivy-bridge; TT. Melhuifh, and 
J. Clarke, of Kentifbeer; G. W. of Modbury; Furze Stub, 
of Long Moor; Philagathus, of Dartington; §. Hill, near 
Dawlith; ‘T. Walker, Hemyock ; ‘I. Welch, near Wivelif- 
combe; Automarius Caryienfis; and a pupil of Ipplepen 
feminary. 





Jnfwer, by VW. Brewer, of Taunton, to F. Tayler’s Rebus, ins 
ferted July 1. 


Think your rebus will make out 
An APPLE TREE without a doubt. 


S|] We have received the like anfwer from W. Watts, of 
Penzance; T. Welch, near Wivclifcombe; Automarius Ca- 
ryienfis ; a pupil of Ipplepen feminary; T. Walker, of He- 
myock; W.C.jun.of Taunton; J.B. Chivers, and R. D. 
of St. Auftell; W. Gofs, of Penzance; O. S. of Briftol; 
‘I. Melhuifh, and J. Clarke, of Kentifbeare; and S. Hill, 
near Dawlith, 
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HERE are two numbers, the fum of whofe fourth 
power is equal to 17,825,7923 and the greater number 
is in proportion to the lefler as 1.75 to 3.5——A folution is 


required by a ftep-procefs. 





A CHARADE.—By a Volunteer, 


EREFT of the enjoyments of peace, 
Hear my firft in my fecond complain ! 
Ah! when freed from my third fhall I ceafe 
To lament, haplefs captive! in vain, 





AREBUS, by Fobu Tayler, Afiftant at Kentifbear School, iz 


Devonfhire, 


HERE nymphs and druids nightly play, 
And fragrant daifies meads adorn, 
My firft for food doth conftant ftray 
Ere Sol furveys the blufhing morn, 


In rapid courfe o’er hill and plain 
Loud founds the greedy yell of death; 
Cloth’d in my next the ruftic fwain 
Eager purfues with panting breath, 


When night their toiling pleafure ends 
They to my third fatigued repair 5 

Their ftrength recruited joyous tends 
To feftive {cenes of rural fport. 


The parts conned, ingenious youth, 
Erafe one letter, ’midft the throng 5 
My theme behold in artlefs truth, 
A gay, harmonious, jovial fong, 


That toiling peafants gladly fing 
When Ceres’ crops reward their toil ; 
And farmers loud the chorus ring, 
With flowing jugs of humming beer. 


POETRY, 
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Stanzas on Steep-Hill, in the Ife of Wight. 
By Lavy Manners; | 


E tow’ring hills, whofe front fublime, 
The mifty vapour often fhrouds, 
Whofe fummits, braving envious time, 
Afpire to pierce the vagrant clouds ! 


Ye trees, that to the balmy gale, = 
Low murmuring, bow your verdant heads ; 
Ye lavith flowers that fcent the vale, 
Where rofy Health delighted treads ! 


Ye ftreams that through the meadow ftray, 
In many a wild, fantaftick round, 

Or, fparkling, urge your rapid way 
O’er rocks with bending ofiers crown’d { 


Ye whitening cliffs, that o’er the main 
In dreadful majefty arife, 

Whofe dangers to elude, in vain 
Too oft the trembling failor tries ! 


Each varied fcene, whofe native charms 
Excel what Fancy ever drew 3 

Where, fhelter’d in Retirement’s arms, ‘ 
Contentment {weetly reftsy—adieu ! 


And thou, romantick, ftraw-roof’d cot, 
Whofe walls are from diffention free, 
The hours fhall never be forgot, 
The happy hours I’ve pafs’d in thee ! 


Where Hofpitality prefides, 
And pours from Plenty’s copious horn ! 


Where 
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Where unaffected worth refides, 
And feftive Mirth gilds every morn. 


Oh! may they long exert their powers 
Long guard from ill tis bleft retreat; 

And ever, thro’ life’s chequer’d hour, 
With {miles of peace its owners greet ! 


And may no blaft e’er rend thefe trees, 
Or fpoil this garden’s gaudy bloom 5 

But the foft fhower and gentle breeze 
Preferve its colour and pertyme ! 


Ah no! I muft no more delay, 
F or fee the {welling fails in views 
The wind propitious chides my ftay, 
Romantic cot, again adieu ! 





RETIREMENT. 4n ODE. 


Nec vixit male, qui natus morienfque fefellit —Hor. 





Nor liv’d heill, who liv’d and died unknown. 


APPY the man with Prudence blef, 
From clouds and clamours free ; 
Health his companion, Peace his guett, 
Tho’ in obfcurity. 


Far in the cool, fequefter’d vale, 
Retir’d from public ftrife ; 
No anxious cares his breaft affail, 

He lives a quiet life. 


If calm Content, with Science fair, 
Adorn his humble cot, 

His withes all are center’d there, 
He envies no man’s lot. 


Thro’ life with tranquil pace he glides, 
He forms no artful {chemes; 

Ambition ne’er his thoughts divides, 
Nor once difturbs his dreams, 
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While Diffipation’s giddy round 
The gay and thoughtlefs tread, 

Serener joys with him are found, 
Far nobler fcenes are {pread. 


On Contemplation’s wing fublime, 
All earthly cares forgot, 

He foars beyond the flight of time, 
And fpurns this trifling fpot. 


For not to earth alone confin’d, 
But far above it flies 

The free, unfetter’d, active mind, 
And feeks the diftant fkies, 


Thefe are the Pleafures he enjoys— 
The man of thefe pofflefs’d 

Scorns all the fleeting, empty toys, 
Which break the vulgar’s reft. 


Him Wifdom guides in each purfuit, 
Nor heeds he Folly’s voice, 


~ Virtue within his foul takes root, 


Fuly 2 


Becomes his fettled choice: 


Religion points the way to blifs, 
With her unerring clue 

Conduéts his wand’ring fteps thro’ this, 
To worlds beyond our view. 


DENTONIENSIS, 
8, 1793. 





S O N G. 


O' pleafure, not of wealth I fing; 


Not fplendour, but content’s my theme : 


Of joys that from affeétion fpring, 


From friendthip, virtue, and efteem. 


The lowly thed, the humble cot, 


Intrinfic gems like thefe improve ; 


For bleft we ever find thy lot-— 





Domeftic peace, and happy love. 
9 ad O. W. 
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